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ANNUAL REPORTS. 
OF THE 
TOWN on PROVINCETOWN, 
FOR THE 
YEAR ENDING DEC, 31, 1800, 
PROVINCETOWN, MASS 
ADVOCATE STEAM JOB PRINTING 
1881. 
SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 
ctmen of Provincetown in presenting to the town 
ng statement of the receipts and expenditures for 
ial year ending December 31st, 1880, would state 
e endeavored to avoid any outlay in excess of the. 
riation which has come under our control, and as will 
, have in the main been successful. 
SCHOOLS, 
management of the Schools and School Buildings is 
in charge of the School Committee whose report will 
ROADS AND WALKS, 
a vote of the town at the Annual Meeting in February 
t was voted that the manner of repairing the Roads and 
be left in the hands of the Road Surveyor. For de- 
account, we refer you to his report. Your Board has 
sented to them a claim for damages for severe injur- 
ived upon the side-walks of the town, Sept. 30, 1880, 
Nancy Walker, which claim will probably be brought 
our notice at the Annual Meeting. 
TOWN LANDINGS, 
March 6th, 1837, there was laid out by the Selectmen 
by the town, five Town Landings, for the use 
f the citizens. At present these landings are 
of the town we would recommend that a 
inted to bound these. landings with stones 
cords of the town. 
r Constables were elected at the annual meeting. Mr. 
West, one of the constables, resigned April 27th, and 
purposes by private individuals for storage p of vessels. There being no bounds to esig- 
WATCH AND POLICE, 
stopping from the 
men signing the pay rolls. 
ll are names of men 
poll tax in our town. 
to secure the town 
iremen. W e  have 
We would recommend 
lished, and the Town 
amount needed 
tizens will thus 
DISCOUNT OF TAXES, 
e amount appropriated for this department the pa 
' 6  
year with the interest collected, shows a deficiency of 
If the recommendations in Incidentals are accepte 
recommend that there be an appropriation for this d 
ment of $1,050. 
SUPPORT OF THE POOR, 
For estimates for the Support of the Poor, we 
port the Almshouse on the outside is suffering 
painting and some alterations are needed in th 
make it convenient and healthy. 
quired in place of the two small old ones now in u 
looking at the financial statement you will notice 
Sept. and Oct. the payments of these months were 
comparison to other months. 
settlement claim of Geor e F. Kelley of Barnstabl 
sickness of John Greely o g Truro, sickness of Mrs. 
G. Holway in town and the expense of an insane 
committed to Taunton, afterwards reimbursed to the 
We would recommend for the present year, if the s 
tions in Incidentals meet your approval, the followi 
for support of the Poor : 
For Support of the Poor, $3,600 ; for salaries, 
painting, repairing and new stove, $350; total es 
$4,400. 
For details of the support of the Poor we refer yo 
report of the Overseers of the Poor. 
Feb. 10, 1880, Mr. John Young was a 
tendent of this property. A trouble of 
occurring in October, he resigned his po 
of that month. The financial statement 
shows him to have been a faithful and economical o 
We would recommend an appropriation of $25. 
A large new stove is 
The reason for this was a 
TOWN HILL AND FENCE, 
INTEREST ON DEMAND LOANS, 
otice that in this department there 
of $422.79. The reason for this will 
he financial statement where the outs 
n. 10th were $17,821 ; the amount o 
Jan. 1st was $11,821. This difference of 
paid December 31st, 1879 and loaned bac 
nts of that year was closed, 
terest of $334: adding to 
l House Loan $200, shows $534 expended 
taken into consideration when the estimates 
d recommend there be appropriated for, this de- 
for the present year, if the recommendations of 
School House Loan are adopted, $450. 
STATE AND COUNTY TAXES, 
will be heeded in this department, by estimates re- 
the Governor's address and County Commis- 
we recommend for the en- 
ABATEMENT OF TAXES, 
DECORATION DAY, 
CEMETE RY R EPAl RS, 
HEALTH DEPARTMENT, 
NEW SCHOOL HOUSE LOAN, 
unt of outstanding liabilities for 
.00. All the taxes of 1877,’78 
nd only $1,390.54 of 1880 re- 
ance of $390.43 in the treasury 
ipation of the taxes, to pay the 
in March and May. 
e would recommend for your consideration that an Au- 
e on the first of Jan. of each 
THE SUNDAY LAWS, 
WHAT THESE LAWS ARE. 
nally modified to meet the 
and differing in some details 
alike in their chief features 
ey forbid on Sunday common 
oisy amusements, and what- 
t and good order of the day. 
day, so that ordinary pro- 
and contracts made on Sun- 
are void; the Courts and Legislatures do not sit; the 
umber of ordinary week days and, SO far as possible,. 
ee from secular engagements and disturbances. 
LIBERTY IN LAW, 
business is suspended. In  brief, Sunday is taken out 

Amount brought ght forward, 
Non resident bank tax, 
Overlaying taxes, 
Total amount of Collectors’ warrant for 1880, 
SUPPORT OF THE POOR. 
Cost of Poor, 1880. 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 
-- 
out for Schools, 1880, 
RENT OF SCHOOL ROOMS. 
OL INCIDENTALS. 

DECORATION DAY. 
Cost of Decoration Day, 
Bal. in treasury, 
Amount paid out for East H 
Dec. 11, To cash from state 
of Mass., 
INCIDENTAL EXPEN 
17 
House returns, 
A. E. Lovell, records, 
whale carcasses, 
Board of Health, 
Board of Health, 
H. W. Cowing. 
- 
RAILROAD LOAN AND INTEREST. 
DEMAND LOANS. 
Feb, 3, To demand Loans 
ed the Accounts of the 
OF BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS. 
- 
ORT OF THE-OVERSEERS OF THE POOR 
- 
ng at present by what is re- 
beginning of our present 
hen the overseers of the 
24 
THE ALMSHOUSE, 
The good management of 
matron warrants us in saying that 
well cared for and the discipline ha 
g in expense to the town. 
MARSHALL L. ADAMS, 
CHARLES H. DYER, 
B. O. GROSS, 
Overseers of the Poor. 
-- 
in the Almshouse Dec. 31st, 
H. B. Nickerson & family, $18 45 
Widow Hannah G. Holway,, 117 00 
" Mary Jason & fam, 60 50 
Josiah Ghen and family, 159 51 
Mrs. Mary Marks &family, 9 38 
Widow Julia Powers, 33 25 
Francis Y. Freeman & fam, 102 58 
Widow Priscilla Bush, 69 05 
Henry Atkins and family, 47 24 
Laura A. Horton & family, 119 
Peter Enos and family, 1 37 
Joseph A. Smith & family, 13 56 
Widow M. Powers & famlly, 11 25 
Wm. Settes and family, 13 14 
John Carr, (Blind Institute,) 17 15 
Ellen Fine and children, 175 20 
Widow Isabella Costa, 11 85 
Elizabeth mith, 5 10 
" Pamelia Nickerson 15 51 
'' Sally Wareham, 38 56 
Andrew C. Cole, (deceased), 42 51 
James H. Burke, (State Re- 
form School), 44 00 
Catharine Atwood, (Boston), 13 37 
Mary A. Little, (Boston), 36 
Charles H. Lewis, (Boston), 4 75 
Johanna Jacint, (Boston), 3 35 
T. F. Newcomb, (Barnstable), 5 78 
21 
117 00 
25 
2 55 
86 00 
12 25 
42 21 
medicine, 65 72 
M., fire having been 
Widow H. Sullivan & fam, 
'' Justine Costa. 
Mrs. Ella F. Collins, 
Widow F. Thomas & family, 
Mrs. J. C. Roberts & family, 
Thomas McCarty & family, 
Widow H. D. Smith & fam, 
Samuel Whorf and famil 
46 Widow F. Frates & family 
" Hannah Ryder, 
" Mary Silvia & fam, 
Francis Lorin and family, 
Widow Rose Martin & fam, 
James Smith and famil 
Widow Hannah M. Colburn 
J. S. Greely & fam, (Truro), 102 
Joseph Barnes and family, 
Mrs. Louisa D. Baxter, 
Mrs. Brid et Gillon & fam, 
Wm. H. McCarty (State 
Reform School), 
Ida Silvia, (State Industrial 
School), 
00 Martha Bailey, (Boston), 
Jenette Mitchell, Boston), 
Mary A. ( B o s t o n ) ,  
Patrick Wal s ( Boston), 
50 Geo. W. Newcomb 
Fam. of G. H. Terry, Dennis), 
04 David S. Kelly Jr and D family, 
John Stone, 
Maria Gross and child, 
(Gloucester 
Widow Eliza McCurdy, 
Temporary cud furnish d 
nine persons, 
Sarah Caton & fam, 
21 
28 
To the Hook and Ladder truck there has been 
Bangor Extension ladder, a val 
of the service. At present it is on 
of the maker who placed it here o 
the Board of' Engineers, and as mentioned in our last a 
report. We recommend that it be purchased. The 
is $150.00 less a discount of 10 per-cent. 
There has been added to the department siamese conn 
and pipe, which by concentrating s 
more powerful and effective stream 
There being a surplus, in the Treasury at the close of 
year your engineers thou ht best to retain $150.00 and 
the opening of spring, pace g a reservoir between No. 
and 22 which we recommend he done. 
The hose enerally i s  in good order, the on 
being a stea g y decay that all material of like 
goes. A succession of fires,or one large fire w 
weakness and doubtless require an additional 
gine No. 1, where the oldest hose is to be fou 
tity. 
The Firemen's Mutual Life Insurance As 
in the last twelve months, benefits amounting 
€or which each member has been assessed 
sociation now numbers 326. 
FINANCIAL 
DISBURSEMENTS. 
Salaries one year to May 1, 1880. 
230 members, at $5.00, 
4 stewards, at $50, 
1 steward, I 
1 steward, 
1 steward, 
Total salaries, 
The following paid to, Jan 1, 1881. 
Reservoirs-repairs and clearing sn 
Engine-repairs, 
Houses-painting ends, 
Houses-repairs, 
ew reservoir, - 
152 13 
“ “ “ bunting, 52 
-A- 
$2,000 89 \ 
APPROPRIATIONS. 
J. D. HILLIARD,  
JONATHAN COOK, 
CETOWN, Dec. 31, 1880. 
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RESERVOIRS AND THEIR LOCATION, 
1. Commercial street, near Stephen Nickerson’s store. 
2. West Vine street, near Commercial street. 
3. Commercial street, opposite Nickerson street. 
4. “ near house Engine No. 2. 
5. School street, near Western School House. 
6. Franklin street, near Parallel street, (tube). 
7. Commercial street, front of J. F. Hopkins’ store. 
8. Off Pleasant street, near Brown and Watson’s house. 
9. Commercial street, near J. F. Crocker’s shop, (poor). 
10. 
11. Parallel street, near Silas Atkins’ house, (tube), 
la. Leverett street, near Parallel street. 
13. Head of Crocker & Atwood’s wharf, (Nickerson’s patent). 
14. Commercial street, near house Engine No. 4. 
15. Court street, near upper end G. Bowly’s house, (poor). 
16. High street, on premises Horace Watson. 
17. Commercial street, front M. L. Adam’s block, (tube). 
18. “ near Jessie Cook’s house, (poor). 
19. 
20. Parallel St., near C. B. Snow’s house, (tube). 
ai. “ head Forrest St. 
22. Commercial St., opposite Ryder St. 
23. Parallel St., near Centre School-house. 
24. Commercial St,, near O. C. Railroad Crossing, (hydrant). 
25. “ front Alex. Gaylon’s house, (poor). 
26. 6‘ Bead Freeman & Hilliard’s Wharf. 
27. “ under Isaiah Gifford’s barn. 
28. ‘6 near house Engine No. 3, (tube). 
29, “ opposite Pearl St. 
30. Bead Stephen Cook’s Wharf, (poor). 
31.‘ Parallel St., junction of Pearl St., (tube). 
32. Head of Daniel Small’s Wharf. 
33. Commercial St., near Reuben Ryder’s house: 
34. “ front Solomon Adams’ barn. 
35. “ near S. S. Swift’s shop. 
36. 
37. “ opposite Edwin Mayo’s 
38. “ near B. A. & Co.’ Lewis 
39. “ opposite John Swift’s 
40. Court St., a t  junction of High St. 
“ 6‘ “ 
“ “ “ “ 
“ 
41. Commercial St., at house Engine 
REPORT OF THE ROAD SURVEYOR 
- 
The Road Surveyor herewith submits his annual 
e year ending December 31st, 
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id Alfred Brown, 
Sch. R. S. Newcomb and owners, 
Barney A. Turner, 
Wm. W. Bowley, 
Dennis Scannel 
Frank A. Cook, 
Zedekiah Higgins, 
Michael Barnett, 
Solomon Mayo, 
David Cook, 95 
George Crosby, 1 50 
Wm. Settes, 6  8 0  
A. T. Williams, 6 05 
Wm. Burkett. 7 20 
M. G. Smith, 5 75 
Central Wharf Co . , 3 58 
George Allen, 295 11 
Thomas R. Whorf, 
Moses S. Turner, 
John Pierce, 
James Welsh, 
H. J. Lancy, 
A. McKenzie, 
Wrn. Carr, 
Horace Watson, 
Asa Atkins, 
James Campbell, 
Richard Barnett, 
J. M. Graham, 
George Johnson; 
Joseph Whitcomb, 
Ebenezer Turner, 
E. and S. Cook & Co., 
Stephen Cook, 
Mrs. Ann Nickerson, 
Crocker & Atwood, 
J. D. Hilliard, 
J. P. Johnson, 
J. E. Bowly, 
J. M. Carnes, 
Joseph Frellick, 11 32 
Jared Hill, 
5 
Thomas McCarty, 
Wm. H. Herbolt, 
Philip A. Whorf, 
J. S. Atwood. 
Respectfully submitted, 
36 
MUNICIPAL LOAN, 
Five per-cent bonds, due Aug. 1, 1881, 
“ “ “ “ “ 1882, 
“ “ “ “ “ 1884, 
“ “ “ “ “ 1885, 
“ “ “ “ “ 1886, 
“ “ “ “ “ 1887, 
“ “ “ “ “ 1888, 
“ “ “ “ “ 1889, 
“ “ “ “ “ 1890, 
“ “ “ “ “ 1883, 
In conclusion your Commissioners respectfully ask 
interest 5 per-cent. Municipal 
following appropriations : 
For bonds coming due Aug. 1, 1881, 
All of which is respectfully sub 
ATKINS NICKE 
J. D. HILLIARD 
GEO. O. KNO 
Sinking Fund Co 
Provincetown, Dec. 31, 1880 
For the year ending Dec. 31, 1880, 
- 
Balance of donations in treasury, last report, 
Received for fines and catalogues, 
Dividend from Seamen’s Savings Bank, 
$519 96 
24 65 
81 77 
20 00 
$646.38 
Due from town treasurer for dog fund for 1879, 
A. L. Putnam & Co.’s bill, 
Balance of donations on hand, 
“ “ trustees, 
CONDITION OF THE LIBRARY, 
38 
CIRCULATION, 
The aggregate circulation of the year has been, 
Names in register Jan. 1, 1880, 1,581 
Added in 1880, 
Making the present number; 1,656 
The Trustees would recommend an appropriation of $300 
to meet the expenses of the coming year. 
Appropriation for the annual expenses of the town library 
is 
Which town treas'r has paid out on proper vouchers, 295 03 
Balance, 
Miss Salome A: Gifford, having served as Librarian since 
the Library was opened, was compelled to resign her situa- 
tion on account of ill health. The trustees have appointed 
Wm. R. Mitchell in her stead. 
A comparison of last year's circulation with this year's 
shows a falling off in the number of books taken out. 
This results largely from the fact that most of the books 
have been in the Library since it was opened to the p 
and that the number of new volumes are but few for 
number of readers. A larger annual outlay in current 
lications of ,the better class would increase the interest 
usefulness of the Library. The demand for histories, 
of travel, biographies, and for those not classed as 
continues and should, it would seem, be encouraged. 
While there is in the Library a fair proportion 
more common and less expensive books of reference, 
is much needed Appleton's American Encyclopedia and 
Encyclopedia Britannica. As they are somewhat cos 
the funds of the trustees are limited, an opportunity 
offered liberal citizens to make contributions of these 
Such a gift would be a lasting and inestimable bene 
community. 
Since the establishment of the Library, about 
a half years, there has been collected in fines for inj 
books and for keeping them over time, $210.76. 
this period five books taken from the Library were 
turned. Two of these were paid for and three o 
lack of means in possession of delinquents we 
15,697 
75 
39 
lected, thus leaving a net loss to the Library of three vol- 
umes. That the Public Library has thus far in a good de- 
gree subserved its objects; that it has been the source .of 
knowledge, of intellectual and social enjoyment to very large 
numbers, as well as an object of interest and just pride 
our citizens, must be conceded, and we best p eak for it 
continued support, the interest and watchful ness of the en- 
ISAIAH GIFFORD, 
GEO. H. HOLMES, 
J. D. HILLIARD, 
R. W. SWIFT. 
J. H. DYER, 
E. N. PAINE, 
A. T. WILLIAMS, 
tire community. 
Trustees. 
40 
FINAL REPORT OF SPECIAL 
COMMITTEE FOR BUILDING SCHOOL HOUSE 
- 
41 
Special Committee on New School Building in account with 
To amount of appropriation granted, $9,500 00 
Paid Thomas Lothrop for land, 
the Town : 
$600 00 
51 60 
233 90 
109 00 
455 00 
450 00 
Richardson & Young, as per contract,, 5,648 00 
“ extra labor, 130 83 
350 00 
185 79 
385 00 
587 00 
7  0 0  
12 00 
J. Whitcomb stone post for fence and steps, 30 60 
Joseph A. West, chairs and curtains, 80 61, 
John Dyer, use of screws, 
S. S. Gifford, insurance, 
James Gifford, " 
B. F. Hutchinson, cash paid and “ expenses, 
John D. Hilliard, " 
Dyer & Smith, cash paid, expenses and labor, 
Joseph S. Atwood, labor, 
Alfred Small, labor and material, 
J. E. & G. Bowley, storage on lime, 
J. A. Small, iron work, 
Nathaniel Ayer, labor, 
Chas. H. Holway, labor, 
W. H. Herbolt, labor, 
Uriah Small,, lime, cement and freight, 
Alex Hamblin, labor on basement, 
Samuel Knowles, grading & excavating cellar, 
A. H. Vinal, architect, 
Geo. Allen, brick and lumber, 
“ 
Samuel Knowles, sodding and grading, 
Geo. Allen, building fence, 
Walker & Pratt, furnaces, 
N. E. School Furnishing Co., furniture, 
H. F. Pierce, moving sand. 
Wm. Settes, “ 9  0 0  
S. P. snow, 
Reuben Freeman, '' 12 00 
Joseph Frellick, " 10 00 
Daniel F. Lewis, pump and sink, 35 37 
“ 
29 47 
By balance in the treasury, 
42 
We have, as you will perceive, the sum of two dollars an 
ninety-one cents in the treasury. The wooden fence about 
the school-yard is not painted and no contract has been m 
for painting it; the stone posts for the fence, by the hi 
way, axe on the grounds and paid for, and a contract 
been made for the iron rails and for setting the fence. 
the town considers it expedient to paint the wooden fen 
and cause the iron fence to be erected, it will call for an 
ditional sum of from seventy-five to one hundred do 
which sum is recommended to be appropriated and the 
completed. 
Respectfully submitted, 
B. F. HUTCHINSON, 
MOSES N. GIFFORD, 
J. D. HILLIARD, 
H. MERRILL SMITH, 
J. S. ATWOOD. 
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FINAL REPORT FOR SCHOOL YEAR 1879. 
The whole number of scholars belonging to the Primary 
Departments, three hundred and sixty-four ; average attend- 
ance, three hundred and twenty-three ; per cent. of attend- 
ance, eighty-eight and seven-tenths. 
W bole number belonging 
one hundred and sixty-seven ; 
dred and fifty ; per cent., eighty 
Whole number in Higher Int 
forty-one ; average attendance, o 
peer cent., ninety-two and nine-tenths. 
Whole number in Grammar School 
eight ; average attendance, one hun 
cent., ninety-five. 
Whole number belonging to the High School, sev 
two ; average attendance, seventy ; per cent., ninety-ei 
Whole number attending Winter 
forty-five ; average attendance, thirty-eight ; per c 
eighty-four and four-ten ths . 
Whole number attending school during the winter 
eight hundred, and ninety-seven ; average attenda 
hundred ‘and fifteen; per cent. of attendance, nin 
eight-tenths ; number over fifteen years of age, one h 
and twenty five. 
PRESENT CORPS OF TEACHERS. 
- 
cinda W. Whorf. 
45 
REPORT OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
“Two divine ideas,” said Horace Mann, “seem to have filled 
the great hearts of our Massachusetts fathers,-their duty to 
God, and their duty to their children.” 
Our school system is not, as many seem to think, a new 
thing, but was established more than two hundred years ago. 
Only twenty-two years after the landing of the Pilgrim 
Fathers at Plymouth, the General Court of the colony, by a 
public act, enjoined upon the municipal authorities the duty 
of seeing that every child within their respective jurisdiction 
should be educated. The authorities of every township were 
compelled to have a vigi 
see that none of them su 
were pleased to call it, in 
teach, by themselves or others, 
tices. 
penalty was enacted, inc 
pond with the increased nu 
township. 
dom of the founders of the colony 
United States of America owe the 
school education. The forefathers 
from the very beginning of the 
them was committed the duty o 
independent Christian nation, 
would threaten it, they earne 
as the people were educated 
Whoever deals with the school system of Massachusetts 
should feel that he is dealing with the foundation upon which 
rest the honor and glory of our Commonwealth, as well as 
For failure to comply wit 
It has been well sai 
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the hope and' well-being of the nation. Every measure used. 
to made efficient the instruction and to promote the good of 
the schools, therefore, becomes surrounded with an impor- 
tance that demands the most careful thought, inasmuch as 
their value is beyond calculation. In view of such an inher- 
itance, your committee are deeply conscious that the trusts 
committed to them are neither small nor unimportant. 
Our schools are now YO graded and our system so arranged 
and settled, that .the teachers and pupils know just what is 
expected of them. The teachers of each department know 
how far they are expected to take their classes, and the 
members of the several classes know exactly what is ex-' 
pected of them, and how proficient they must be in order to 
enter the next higher, or to maintain their places in the same 
grade. As the Grammar pupils are influenced throughout 
the entire course by the expectation of entering the High 
School, so each school serves to raise the standard of the 
next lower; an influence which is felt even to the lowest 
Primary. We are happy to say, that in most of our schools 
there is more teaching and less heari 
formerly. Teachers are never success 
their pupils recite. Task-work is looked upon as d 
and no child likes it or loves it, or loves a teacher 
hibits the spirit of the task-master. An 
a grand requisite in the government of 
is lacking in natural love of children, and a consci 
votion to duty, will fail to win the love and confid 
pupils, and must of necessity fail to 
because wanting in the very elements o 
ter of discipline as well as instruction. 
More attention is given to primary teaching no 
before. It has generally been supposed that almo 
'was capable of taking charge of elemen 
notion is fast giving place to the nobler 
skill, the best and purest minds, should be e 
ing the foundation for a successful education ; 
training and starting of our children on the ro 
trious and virtuous life. We believe 
besst teachers should have charge of o 
and the compensation should be in proport 
work., Our Primary Schools, as a who 
compare favorably with any of the same 
47 
The excellent work in the Primary Departments shows for 
itself, and also exhibits the devotion of the teachers. 
No change has occurred in the arrangement of the Inter- 
mediate Department, excepting that, in arithmetic, the teach- 
ers are required to take the pupils as far as fractions. The 
numbers here are always in excess of statute limitations. 
There are more scholars than can be thoroughly in- 
structed. The teachers are earnest and devoted to their 
work. In the center school-room, where Miss Frellick has 
charge, we have had to add four extra double desks this 
term, in order to accommodate the scholars. An excellent 
work is being done in our Higher Intermediate Department. 
These schools are very important, not only as the training 
ground for such as desire to enter the grade above, hut, re- 
quently, as furnishing the only school preparation for the 
business of life upon which many enter without further edu- 
cational preparation. In view of these facts and, desirous of 
gaining time for more thorough work in the Grammar School, 
we have extended the course in arithmetic, so that the first 
classes can finish fractions, common and decimal, and have. 
also introduced grammar this term, for the first time. This 
grade, therefore, requires teachers of a liberal culture, un- 
derstanding human nature and possessed of a good share of 
common sense. 
Perhaps we could do no better than to copy from our last 
year's report, to show our estimate of the Grammar School, 
and the work accomplished by its teachers. Its course has 
been steadily onward during the year. The system of writ- 
ten examinations, twice in each term, and the Careful mark- 
ing and recording of each recitation, serves to keep fresh in 
the minds of the pupils the subjects passed over, and also 
affects very favorably the attendance, so that the cIasses re- 
main full up to the very last day of each term. The value 
and importance of grade cannot be too highly estimated.- 
While it tends to elevate the character of the lower grades, 
and serves as a preparatory school for those who wish to 
enter the High School ; many complete here their education, 
so far as a systematic course of study is c 
their final school preparation for life's 
should never be entrusted to careless h 
Heretofore the opinion has prevailed 
with all its excellences, was not meetin 
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community. The greatest objection urged against the school 
was, that the pupils who entered were required, without any 
regard to circumstances, to study Latin, or one or more of 
the modern languages. We think the difficulty is now over- 
come. To meet as far as we can, the wants of all, and to 
encourage as many as possible to avail themselves of the ad- 
vantages of the High School, we adopted, at the commence- 
ment of the present school! term two distinct courses of 
study, an English and a classical course; the pupils who 
enter the school are free to choose either. The first is a 
three years’ course and purely English, enabling those who 
adopt it to advance right on from the Grammar School, and 
without any break continue the study of the English lan- 
guage and the higher mathematics, and at the same time ob- 
tain a good understanding of the sciences and the theory of 
business. Those who complete the entire course will re- 
ceive diplomas, but the studies will be elective and so ar- 
ranged that pupils who do not wish to complete the course, 
can pursue those branches which they may deem most ad- 
vantageous. The second or classical course. requires the 
study of Latin and the teachers must, if any pupils desire, 
“he competent to give instruction in the Greek. French and 
German languages.” It also includes all that is embraced in 
the first or English course. As a result of this re-arrange- 
ment of studies, we see quite a change in the method of 
teaching book-keeping. A bank has been established with 
cashier, teller and book-keeper chosen from the class.- 
Every scholar has an account with the bank, and bank-book ; 
draws and deposits money regularly ; writes checks and re- 
ceipts ; has notes discounted and receives interest on depos- 
its. The money used has value, as it must be purchased by 
the scholar, With this money he buys a stock of goods 
which he sells as fast and as well as he can. The equivalents 
for goods are divided into eight classes, the percentage of 
which varies each day. The scholars trade with each other 
and according to their varying skill and experience, gain or 
lose. They keep all the various accounts and do all 
work necessary in a business establishment. The r 
that book-keeping is not only a popular study, but, 
taught, gives the pupils of our High School practical 
and materially shortens the gap between school and bus 
ness. So popular has the study become, that twen 
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from the higher classes have formed an independent class. 
It is gratifying to report the Young Men’s School as fully 
sustaining the good character gained by it last Winter. In 
general business it is admitted that the best workmen, at any 
price, are the cheapest, and our experience in the manage- 
ment of this school has convinced us that the principle here 
applies with peculiar force. We should have employed the 
same teacher, this Winter, who served so acceptably last 
year, had not a permanent position placed him beyond our 
reach. We have been fortunate, however, in obtaining the 
services of Capt. C. K. Sullivan, an experienced and success- 
ful  teacher and a practical navigator, fitted every way for 
his peculiar position. There are fifty young men gathered 
in this school, who are doing a grand work. The general 
deportment and persistent application of most of them are 
highly commendable. In addition to the ordinary studies, 
twenty-five of the very best pupils have formed themselves 
into a class for the study of navigation, which they are pur- 
suing with marked success. 
In regard to promotions, we find it impossible to do com- 
plete justice to the schools and always satisfy the parents 
and friends of the pupils. The interests of the several 
schools demand that we deal with the scholars as we find 
them. The plea offered by some. that the child is “old” or 
“large,” or has been in a certain school “a long time” pre- 
sents a very poor qualification for promotion. There will 
always be found, in the different clauses, pupils who cannot 
perform the work allotted them. There are many reasons 
for this. Some are detained from school at certain seasons 
to assist in the support of the fa 
whose parents do not take interest 
unable to assist it. Some lack the 
cation, while others, possessing t 
the disposition to exercise it. I t  is 
er, and almost fatal to the progress of 
ber of pupils who cannot keep up with 
instances we have given a second e 
of a few weeks where extra effort 
the standard ; but advancement to a class for 
pil is not duly qualified must be regarded as a 
to him and an injustice to the school. 
Your Committee have no longer 
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h k  d school-rooms. 
c p p t u l a t e  the ood citizens of Provincetown, 
thqir generosity ,in the midst of finanoial 
only erected such a structure aa the High 
But *e ithink there is just 
Away6 taken pi % e in the .excellent 
' 
ilding needs 8 'coat of paint and some other repairs. 
CHANGES, 
affecting interest, wh 
by death, of Miss Li 
r, who, from the m 
Ctlvanagh was appointed to fill .the vacancy 
the death of Miss Starre. 
' ATTENDANCE, 1880, 
Total number, Spring term, 
Spring,teim, Primary Departments, . 
Fall '' 6 6  6 6  
Resent 6 6  6 6  ~ I 6  
Spring tern, Intermediate Department, 
Fall 6 '  6 6  . 6 6  
' 6  I 66 
er Intermediate Department, 
( 6  6 6  
6 6  
term, Grammar School, 
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Fall term Grammar School, 
Present term, Grammar School, 
Spring term, High School, /, 
Fall 6 6  
Present 6 6  
Young Men's School, Present term, 
6 6  i b  
6 6  6 6  
'COURSE OF STUDY IN THE HIGH SCHOOL, 
FIRST YEAR. 
FALL TEwa-Algebra, Physical Geography Book-keqp- 
WINTER TEm.-Algebra, Physical Geography, Latin ' , 
SPRING TEm.--Algebra, Ehysiology, Latin Grammar or 
' 
ing . 
Grammar or French Grammar. 
. Frenc4 Grammar. 
SECOND YEAX. 
FAL\ TERM.- Geometry, Physiology , Latin Grammar md 
WINTER TERM.-~eOrnetry and Itr'igonometr$, y&, < ,  
SSRING TEm.-Trigonornetry and Philosqphy, ..%$did 
Caesar or French, 
of Godt., Casar or French. 
Hidory, Cmsar and Virgil or French. 
THIRD YEAR. 
FALL TERM.-Natural Philosophy, Outlines of He 
Vir '1 or Chemistry. . 
7 # m m ~  TERM.-NUtU1'CCl Philosoph 
and Cicero or Chemistry and Botany or 
SPRING TERM.-Natural Philosophy, 
Botany or Navigation. 
' FOURTH YEAR. 
FAI;L TEm.-A$rpnomy, Rhetoric and aedogy, 
Literature. 
WINTEB TEm.-A$tronomy and Mental 
Geology, English Literature. 
Smms TEm.-Review of &aChematiw, 
phy and Logic, English L&?ra&pe, 
Chpositions and Declamations 
during the coyrse. 
Practical Bok-keeping twice a 
I 
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4th, 5th and 6th terms. This study is required of ev scholar. 
The studies for the three years' English Course are in 
cated by italics. 
FIN ANCl AL STATEMENT, 
SCHOOL-HOUSE REPAIRS 
John W. Beatty, labor, 
B. H. Dyer, glass and setting, 
J. G. Whitcomb, taking down and putting up bell 
Eastern building, 
Rufus Williams, labor, 
Francis Hamilton, whitewashing fences, 
James Campbell, sodding' Conant St. school-yard, 20.00 Joseph W. Cook, paint and labor; Johnson St. house, 5 46 
George Allen, lumber and lime, 
S. D. Nickerson, labor &material, Western buildi 
Dyer & Smith, glass and setting. 
Sparrow & Snow, iron thresholds, 
George C. Rill, labor and material, Centre and 
Johnson St. buildings, 
P. Crocker, labor on bell, 
J. & L. N. Paine, brooms, pails, etc., 
J. D. Hilliard, nails, whitewash brushes, etc., 
Alfred Small, lumber, 
J. A. West, glazing and repairs, 
Appropriation, $75 00 
Sale of lumber, 5 47 
Deficiency, 39 66 -- $120 13 
SCHOOL INCIDENTALS. 
James Engles, stove repairs, 
J. Harvey Dearborn, census of school children, 
Centenary Church, use of for graduating exercises, 
A. H. Andrews & Co., blackboard erasers, 
Sparrow & stove repairs, Snow, 
Rufus Williams, cleaning privy, 
Fielding, water pails 
E. School Furnishing Co., settees, 
. H. Holway, labor, 
West, furniture and repairs, . Sylvester, advertising coal proposals and 17 75 
Eastern. school-rooms 
Centre school-rooms 
Johnson St. school- 
17 00 
17 00 
8  0 0  
7  0 0  
7 75 -
- 
RENTS. 
Winter term, 1879 and 1860 : 
Vestry of Orthodox Church for High 
School, 13 weeks, at $4.95, 
Est. Jeremiah Stone, rooms in second, 
story for Higher Intermediate School 
13 weeks, at $4.00, 
- 
Fall Term. 
Total yearly salaries, 
Total salaries for the term, 
No. Price 
Building. of per 
Wk’s. Week. -
WINTER TERM: 
Paul Dyer, fires and sweeping, Eastern, 13 2 00 
George C. Hill, do Johnson Street 13 1 00 
Henry Harvender, do Centre and Stone 13 3 25 
Chas. C. Atkins, do High School 13 1,25 
C. A. H. Beatty, do West n & Conant 13 3 00 
SPRING TERM. 
Paul L Dyer, fires, sweeping, Eastern, 13 2 00 
George C Hill, do Johnson Street, 13 1 00 
Henry Harvender, do Centre and Stone 13 3 25 
Hi h School, 1 3  1 00 
C A H Beatty, do West nt Conant 13 3 00 g Chas C Atkins, do 
FALL TERM. 
Geo A Beaty, fires, sweeping, West’n & Conant 12 3 00 
Henry Harvender, do Centre andstone 12 3 25 Johnson Street, 12. 1 00 
Chas C Atkins, do High School, 12 1 0 0  
Caleb Fisher, do Eastern, 1  2  0 0  
J W Anthony, do do 1 0  2  0 0  
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RECAPITULATION, 
Balance in town treasury Jan. 1, 1880, 
Deduct : 
Salaries, Winter term 1879 & 1880, 
Teachers, 
Janitors, 
$2,028 00 
136 50 
Balance to new school year of 1880 and 1881, $15 37 Town appropriation for 1880 and until the close 
$6,500 00 
Massachusetts school fund, 238 93 
$6,754 30 
of the winter term of 1880 and 1881, 
Deduct : 
Salaries, Spring term 1880, 
Teachers, $2,028 00 
Janitors, 133 25 
Salaries, Fall term 1880, 
Teachers; $1,872 00 
$2,161 25 
Janitors, 121 00 
$1,993 00 
FUEL. 
J. D. Hilliard, bal. contract 
1879, 8 600-2000 tons 
coal $5.16, $42 83 
A. T. Williams, as per con- 
tract, 62 100-2000 tons 
coal, $5.35, 
J. D. Hilliard, wood kind- 
lings, 
Jan. 1, 1881, balance in hands of town 
Treasurer, 
At the close of the present term of 13 
weeks there will be due, to be de- 
ducted from the above balance : 
Amount. -- 
26 00 
13 00 
42-25 
16 25 
39 00 
$136 50 
26 00 
13 00 
42 25 
13 00 
39 00 
$133 25 
36 00 
39 00 
12 00 
2  0 0  
20 00 
12 00 
$121 00 
-- 
-
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Salaries of teachers, $2,112 00 
Salaries of janitors, 153 00 
50 00 
$2,315 00 
A 
School year, short of requirements, $108 67 
$2,315 00 
BOY’S WINTER SCHOOL, 
I 
$16.00, $192 00 
Marshall L. Adams, rent, 50 00 
9 35 
5 16 
14 00 
9 47 
Salary of Seth S. Crocker, teaching 12 weeks, 
John Adams, janitor, 10 00 
James Engles, stove and pipe, 
J. A. West, supplies, 
J. D. Hilliard, 1 ton coal, 
A. H. Andrews & Co., reversible blackboard, 
$289 98 
$283 48 
6. 50 
$293 50 
$300 00 
Balance in treasury Jan. 1, 1880, 
Sale stove and pipe, 
$275 48 
8 00 
Balance charged to new year, 
Balance in town treasury, 
Appropriation, 1880, $300 00 
SCHOOL-BOOK ACCOUNT, 
$851 32 
16 03 
$335 29 
$346 76 
Cr. 
, 1881, books on hand, 
ce due A. L. Putnam & Co., 11 47 
$335 29 
salaries of teachers, janitors, and for fuel 
ere will be required the sum of 
l and other expenses, 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
HENRY SHORTLE, 
School Committee. 
